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Northern Natural Gas Company 
Data Response Form For Docket No. CP26-130-000 
V2F – NL27 
 

Requesting Party: FERC 
Reference No: FERC-DR5-02 

Requester’s Name: Allison King 
Subject: Survey and Coordination Updates 

 
Data Request 2: 
Provide any updates on the following: 

a) any pending or completed surveys for species with special status (migratory birds and federal and 
state listed species); 

b) any pending or completed surveys for cultural resources; 
c) mileage of the Project remaining to be field assessed; 
d) coordination with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, regarding any pending License 

to Cross applications; and 
e) Pre-construction Notification to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to use the Regional Utility Permit 

for these two NL27 Project components—Alexandria 2nd Branch Line and Willmar 3rd Branch Line 
Upstream—and clarify the use of the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification, 
issued by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on January 13, 2023. 

 
Response:   

a) Please reference the Threatened and Endangered Species subsection in Northern’s response to Data 
Request 1. All species surveys are completed with the exception of the pre-construction bird surveys 
that will be completed within seven days of the start of construction.  

b) In August 2026, Northern completed supplemental background research and reconnaissance 
architectural surveys for the following NL27 Project components: Alexandria 2nd branch line, 
Minnesota Interconnect 2nd branch line, Paynesville 2nd branch line, and Willmar 3rd branch line 
upstream. An addendum architectural survey report is being prepared for submittal to SHPO. 
Additionally, in August 2026, Northern completed all pending supplemental archaeological surveys 
for NL27 - Lake Mills M500 E-line, Springfield 2nd branch line, and Worthington 2nd branch line. 
No additional cultural surveys are pending for any project component except Willmar 3rd branch 
line downstream. There are 3 tracts on Willmar 3rd branch line downstream that are pending cultural 
surveys: CA-015A, CA-018 and CA-026. The archaeology addendum report detailing Northern’s 
additional 2026 survey will be submitted to Minnesota SHPO once the Willmar 3rd branch line 
downstream survey is complete. A geoarchaeological desktop review for the Alexandria 2nd branch 
line, Minnesota Interconnect 2nd branch line, Paynesville 2nd branch line, and Willmar 3rd branch 
line upstream is being prepared. If any additional fieldwork is recommended, it will be completed 
and described in a separate addendum report to Minnesota SHPO for approval. 

c) Northern still needs to conduct field surveys on approximately 0.37 mile of the Willmar 3rd branch 
line downstream (the three parcels referenced in response b). There are no other outstanding field 
surveys on either Project. 

d) Please reference the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - License to Cross subsection in 
Northern’s response to Data Request 1.  
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e) Northern received the pre-construction notification authorizations (PCNs) from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for the Alexandria 2nd branch line and Willmar 3rd branch line upstream on 
July 24, 2026, and August 14, 2026, respectively. Additional information and copies of the PCNs 
are included in Northern’s response to Data Request 1. Northern will comply with the Clean Water 
Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification, issued by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on 
January 13, 2023, as these are included as conditions of the PCNs. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Posted: 09/09/2026                                                                                           Responsibility: L.D. Stephens 
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Northern Natural Gas Company 
Data Response Form For Docket No. CP26-130-000 
V2F – NL27 
 

Requesting Party: FERC 
Reference No: FERC-DR5-03 

Requester’s Name: Allison King 
Subject: Modification to V.B.1 

 
Data Request 3: 
Based on the proposed construction schedule, clarify if a modification to FERC Procedures V.B.1 is 
requested. 
 
Response:   
Northern is not requesting modifications to FERC Procedures V.B.1. There are no coldwater fisheries on 
either Project. For warmwater fisheries, Northern will comply with FERC Procedures V.B.1 and complete 
any in-water work, except that required to install or remove equipment bridges, between June 1 through 
November 30. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Posted: 09/09/2026                                                                                           Responsibility: L.D. Stephens 
 



 

  

Northern Natural Gas Company 
Data Response Form For Docket No. CP26-130-000 
V2F – NL27 
 

Requesting Party: FERC 
Reference No: FERC-DR5-04 

Requester’s Name: Allison King 
Subject: Willmar Downstream Clarifications 

 
Data Request 4: 
For Willmar 3rd Branch Line Downstream: 

a) Clarify / confirm the crossing width of the pipeline across waterbody WDC-S02. The width of the 
waterbody noted in the wetland delineation report, dated February 2026, is much shorter than the 
crossing width stated in table 2.2-5. 

b) Clarify the acres of palustrine forested wetland and palustrine scrub-shrub wetland converted 
permanently to palustrine emergent wetland for operation of the Willmar 3rd Branch Line Upstream. 
Values in footnote 2 for revised table 3.2-2 submitted on June 23, 2026, in response to June 2, 2026, 
Environmental Information Request, do not correspond to data provided within the June 17, 2026, 
Joint Application to USACE. 

c) Explain how Northern would comply with FERC Procedures VI.A.6, justify the siting of Willmar 
3rd Branch Downstream tie-in valve in wetland WDC-W45 and discuss the feasibility of avoiding 
permanent impact on wetland WDC-W45 (e.g., reduction in footprint). 

 
Response:   

a) Northern confirms the crossing width of waterbody WDC-S02 is accurate as noted in the wetland 
delineation report, which is 25 feet in width.  

b) Northern confirms that operation of the NL27-Willmar 3rd Branch Line Upstream will permanently 
convert 0.12 acre of palustrine forested and scrub-shrub wetlands to palustrine emergent wetlands, 
as reported in the June 17, 2026, Joint Application submitted to the USACE. 

c) To comply with FERC procedure VI.A.6, Northern shifted the facility approximately six feet to the 
south-southeast to avoid any impacts to the wetland. Northern is including revised alignment sheets. 
The public version of the alignment sheet is Figure 1-8; the privileged and the confidential version 
is Figure 1-9 and is labeled as CUI//PRIV – DO NOT RELEASE. The updated plot plan is also 
attached and is labeled CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Posted: 09/09/2026                                                                                           Responsibility: L.D. Stephens
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Northern Natural Gas Company 
Data Response Form For Docket No. CP26-130-000 
V2F – NL27 
 

Requesting Party: FERC 
Reference No: FERC-DR5-05 

Requester’s Name: Allison King 
Subject: Affected Environmental Resources 

Table 
 
Data Request 5: 
Provide a table summarizing all environmental resources potentially affected by the third-party salvage 
operations. Include calculations of the total impact anticipated for each resource with the anticipated 50-
foot-wide workspace. 
 
Response: Northern provided a list of cultural sites crossed by or near the line to be abandoned in the 
Privileged and Confidential version of Appendix 1H as part of the original Section 7 application. 
 
The third-party salvage company may use up to a 75-foot-wide workspace to remove the A-line from 
wetlands. The construction right-of-way width was inadvertently reported as 50 feet in Resource Report 1. 
The total acres for each National Wetland Inventory-mapped wetland that may be impacted is included in 
Appendix 1H (public section) that was filed as part of the original Section 7 application. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Posted: 09/09/2026                                                                                           Responsibility: L.D. Stephens 
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Northern Natural Gas Company 
Data Response Form For Docket No. CP26-130-000 
V2F – NL27 
 

Requesting Party: FERC 
Reference No: FERC-DR5-06 

Requester’s Name: Allison King 
Subject: Permanent Access Road LMA-PAR-

001. 
 
Data Request 6: 
Verify the length and width of permanent access road LMA-PAR-001. 
 
Response:  
Northern verifies permanent access road LMA-PAR-001 is 2,300 feet in length and ranges between 30 and 
50 feet in width. The length is required to access the proposed permanent tie-in valve setting for operational 
purposes as 260th Street is not a public street but is an existing privately owned driveway.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Posted: 09/09/2026                                                                                           Responsibility: L.D. Stephens 
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