Northern Natural Gas
P.O. Box 3330
Omaha, NE 68103-0330
402 398-7200

January 20, 2020

Via eFiling

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20426

Re:

Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project
Docket No. PF20-1-000
Monthly Status Report (December 6, 2019 – January 6, 2020)

Dear Ms. Bose:
Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 157.21(f)(6) of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission) regulations, Northern Natural Gas Company
(Northern) hereby submits for filing in the above-referenced docket its monthly
status report for the proposed Northern Lights 2021 Expansion project. On
December 6, 2019, the Commission approved Northern’s request to use the prefiling environmental review procedures set forth at 18 C.F.R. Section 157.21.
Any questions regarding this filing should be directed to the undersigned
at (402) 398-7103.

Respectfully submitted,
/signed/ Michael T. Loeffler
Michael T. Loeffler
Senior Director, Certificates and External Affairs
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Northern Natural Gas Company
Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project
Docket No. PF20-1-000
Monthly Status Report – December 6, 2019 – January 6, 2020
Agency Consultation
General Consultation
• On November 26, 2019, letters were mailed to the appropriate environmental
agencies informing them of the Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project
(Project), requesting their participation in the FERC’s pre-filing process, and
requesting the agencies to comment and consult on the project. A follow-up
letter providing the FERC's docket number was mailed to the agencies
December 10, 2019.
• On December 11, 2019, Walter Guidroz from the United States Geological
Service requested they be removed from the distrubtion list for Project
notifications. A copy of the correspondence is attached.
• On December 11, 2019, Jennie Skancke of the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) requested she be removed from the Project information
distribution list. A copy of the correspondence is attached.
• On December 13, 2019, Ms. Drue Pearce with the U.S. Department of
Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
requested Northern replace the contacts at PHMSA's headquarters (Mr. Elliott
and herself) with Mr. Allan Beshore, Central Region Director. A copy of the
correspondence is attached.
• On December 13, 2019, Cynthia Warzecha with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (MNDNR) responded that the MNDNR would participate in
the pre-filing process for Project. Ms. Warzecha indicated Margi Coyle, Becky
Horton, and herself would participate in the project conference calls. And would
then assess which technical staff would need to be involved. A copy of the
correspondence is attached.
• On December 17, 2019, Angela Pickett with PHMSA notified Northern that
PHMSA does have an interest in participating in the FERC's pre-filing process
for the Project. Ms. Pickett indicated she would be the primary point of contact
for the Project and that PHMSA’s participation can include attendance at open
houses and scoping meetings if scheduling permits.
• On December 17, 2019, Steve Roos with the MN Department of Agriculture
(MDA) responded to Northern's December 10, 2019, letter that the MDA wants to
participate in the FERC's pre-filing process for the Project. Mr. Roos also let
Northern know that Thom Petersen has replaced Dave Frederickson as
Commissioner of the MDA. A copy of the correspondence is attached.
• On December 26, 2019, Everett Bole of the Environmental Health and Safety
Services of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services indicated she
will participate in the project review, as appropriate, and requested to be
designated as Northern’s point of contact. A copy of the correspondence is
attached.

Wetland and Waterbody Consultation/Surveys
• Between October and December 2019, Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
(Stantec) started conducting wetland delineations and waterway verifications on
the parcels where survey permission was granted. A desktop review of available
background information was conducted prior to the site visits. Additional field
surveys will continue this spring as additional survey permissions are obtained.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Consultation/Surveys
• Between October and December, Stantec conducted habitat assessments on the
parcels where survey permission was granted. Desktop reviews of IPaC data
was conducted prior to the site surveys. Additional field surveys will continue this
spring as additional survey permissions are obtained.
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Consultation/Surveys
• Between October and December 2019, a Stantec subcontractor, started
background literature review and records searches for project components along
with completion of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments. Surveys have been
started on parcels on which landowners granted access. Additional field surveys
will continue this spring as additional survey permissions are obtained.
Tribal Consultations
• On December 10, 2019, consultation letters were mailed to 25 identified Native
American Tribes with interest in the project area informing them of the project
and requesting the tribes to comment and consult on the project.
• On December 12, 2019, Leonard Wabasha, Director of Cultural Resources for
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community responded to Northern's
December 10 letter and requested Northern keep him informed of the progress
of this project. Mr. Wabasha also requested, in the event of inadvertent
discoveries that Northern stop all ground disturbing activity and contact the
proper authorities. He indicated that he looks forward to viewing the cultural
resource survey reports when available and provided a new address for future
correspondence. A copy of the correspondence is attached.
• On December 5, 2019, the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer (THPO) notified Northern that the Band does not have any
known recorded sites of religious or cultural importance within the project area.
They noted that, should any human remains or suspected human remains be
encountered, all work shall cease and the county sheriff’s office and the office of
the state archaeologist should be notified immediately. These notifications will
prompt the process to which the Band will be notified if any human remains or
culturally affiliated objects are inadvertently discovered. A copy of the
correspondence is attached.
Stakeholder Outreach
• On December 17, 2019, letters were mailed to elected official informing them of
the Project.
• On December 12, 2019, letters introducing the project were sent to landowners.
• A dedicated website for the project has been established:
https://www.northernnaturalgas.com/expansionprojects/Pages/NorthernLights2021.aspx
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•
•
•

Northern will be using the 24-hour access phone number at its Operations
Communications Center for stakeholders to contact Northern with its concerns.
The toll-free number, which is staffed at all times, is 888-367-6671.
A dedicated email address has been established for stakeholder use; the email
address, which will be monitored by three persons, is nl2021@nngco.com.
Northern anticipates two houses will be conducted the week of February 17,
2020, within the project area and will be working with Commission staff regarding
the logistics.

Right of Way
• Northern continues to work with landowners to secure survey permission (98%
acquired) and has been notifying landowners within the project area that civil and
environmental surveys will be conducted on their property. Northern also has
been working with landowners to obtain permission to conduct soil bores.
Planning and Engineering
• Northern’s engineering and design team have been evaluating route and facility
alternatives for the Project and making adjustments to the route based on the
results of the ongoing civil survey data and cultural, biological and environmental
survey data. An evaluation of crossing methodologies for environmental features
also is being conducted. The geotechnical boring program will begin in January
2020. Engineering is developing workspaces and access roads for the pipeline
components and designing the facility layouts for the above-grade facilities.
Upcoming for Next Reporting Period:
• Northern will begin preparations for the open houses.
• Northern will begin geotechnical borings for the proposed HDDs and abovegrade facility locations.
• Adjustments to the routes will continue to be made based on new civil survey,
engineering constraints, and environmental features data.
• Northern will continue to compile and assess biological and cultural field data
collected during fall 2019.
• Northern will continue agency consultations, as needed.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Haider, Jessica
Haider, Jessica
Remove from distribution list
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 12:51:26 PM

-----Original Message----From: Guidroz, Walter S [mailto:wguidroz@usgs.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 10:16 AM
To: Plucker, Terry <Terry.Plucker@nngco.com>
Subject: [INTERNET] Remove from distribution list
Terry,

My name is Walter Guidroz and I'm a Program Coordinator at the USGS in Reston, VA. I keep receiving notices re:
a Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project, the latest one being today via FedEx. The USGS has no regulatory
authority and operates as a Federal science agency. We therefore don't participate in activities such as the one
referenced so you can please remove my address from your distribution list. Many thanks...

Walter Guidroz, Ph.D.
Program Coordinator, Energy Resources Program
U.S. Geological Survey
+1 (703) 648-6421
wguidroz@usgs.gov

________________________________
This email, including attachments, may contain highly sensitive, confidential, proprietary or valuable information. It
is intended only for the designated recipient(s) named above. Any unauthorized use, reproduction, forwarding or
distribution of this transmission, including attachments, is prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please immediately notify the sender and permanently delete any record of this transmission.

Plucker, Terry
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Skancke, Jennie (DNR) <jennie.skancke@state.mn.us>
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 10:47 AM
Plucker, Terry
[INTERNET] Northern Lights project team

** Remember SAIL when reading email **
Sender

The sender of this email is jennie.skancke@state.mn.us using a friendly name of
"Skancke, Jennie (DNR)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the message sender displayed
above?

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are you expecting them?
image001.png, image002.png, image003.png, image004.png

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET] added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? Yes
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: Medium
Hi Terry, would you mind taking me off all mailings for this project? I believe we have a coordinator in
environmental review that will route anything to us, as needed.
Best,
Jennie
Jennie Skancke
South and West Metro Area Hydrologist | Ecological and Water Resources
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
1200 Warner Rd
St. Paul, MN, 55106
Phone: 651-259-5790
Email: Jennie.Skancke@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov
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U.S. Department
of Transportation

Deputy Administrator

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety
Administration

December 13, 2019
Mr. Terry Plucker, Manager
Construction Environmental Compliance
Northern Natural Gas Company
P.O. Box 3330
Omaha, NE 68103-0330
Dear Mr. Plucker:

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is in receipt of your
letters of November 26 and December 10, 2019, to Administrator Elliott and me regarding the
Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project. I have forwarded them to the appropriate PHMSA
personnel.
While I am happy to be notified, I ask that you please direct future correspondence related to this
project to Mr. Allan Beshore, Director, Office of Pipeline Safety Central Region. His contact
information follows:
Mr. Allan Beshore, Central Region Director
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
901 Locust Street, Suite 462
Kansas City, MO 64106
Tel.: 816-329-3800
Fax: 816-329-3831

I hope this information is helpful.

Sinc

e Pearce
Deputy Administrator
CC:

Mr. Allan Beshore

Plucker, Terry
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR) <cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us>
Friday, December 13, 2019 9:39 AM
Plucker, Terry; susan.knabe@stantec.com
Coyle, Margi (Anne) (DNR); Horton, Becky (DNR); Joyal, Lisa (DNR)
[INTERNET] Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project - Pre-filing Process

** Remember SAIL when reading email **
Sender

The sender of this email is cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us using a friendly name of
"Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the message sender displayed
above?

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are you expecting them?
image003.png, image004.png, image005.png, image002.png

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET] added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? Yes
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: Medium
Terry/Susan:
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources appreciates the opportunity to participate in the prefiling process for the Northern Lights 2012 Expansion Project. To streamline our agency’s
involvement, the following staff will be participating in the project conference calls. These individuals
will then assess which technical staff will need to be involved. Technical staff will participate in the
project conference calls as appropriate.
Margi Coyle
Becky Horton
Cynthia Warzecha

218-328-8826
651-259-5122
651-259-5078

margi.coyle@state.mn.us
becky.horton@state.mn.us
cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us

Please include me in future correspondence. Also, note that Luke Skinner no longer employed by the
DNR.
Best regards,
Cynthia
Cynthia Warzecha
Energy Projects Planner
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155
1

Phone: 651-259-5078
Email: cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us
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Plucker, Terry
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Pickett, Angela (PHMSA) <Angela.Pickett@dot.gov>
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 1:28 PM
Plucker, Terry
Pickett, Angela (PHMSA)
[INTERNET] Northern Natural Gas - Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project; FERC
Docket No. PF20-1-000

** Remember SAIL when reading email **
Sender

The sender of this email is prvs=247edc75a=Angela.Pickett@dot.gov using a friendly
name of "Pickett, Angela (PHMSA)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the message sender displayed
above?

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are you expecting them?
image001.png

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET] added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? Yes
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: Medium
Good Afternoon Mr. Plucker,
I am following up to the letter sent to Ms. Karen Lynch dated December 10, 2019 in reference to the
subject above. The Office of Pipeline Safety, Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA) does have an interest in participating in the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) pre-filing process for the Northern Lights 2021 Expansion project. PHMSA’s participation can
include attendance at Open Houses and Scoping meetings, if scheduling permits. I will be the
primary point of contact for this project. I look forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely,

Angela Pickett
Central Region-Community Liaison
US DOT – PHMSA
816 329-3823
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Plucker, Terry
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Roos, Stephan (MDA) <stephan.roos@state.mn.us>
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 4:01 PM
Plucker, Terry
Patton, Bob (MDA)
[INTERNET] Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project; FERC Docket No. PF20-1-000

** Remember SAIL when reading email **
The sender of this email is stephan.roos@state.mn.us using a friendly name of "Roos,
Stephan (MDA)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the message sender displayed
above?

Sender

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are you expecting them?
image001.jpg

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET] added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? Yes
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: Medium
Hi Terry,
I just want to acknowledge receipt of your letter and map related to this project and dated December 10, 2019.
We would be more than happy to work with you and your consultants on issues important to the State of
Minnesota and the MN Department of Agriculture. We concur with your belief that early engagement allows for
productive and collaborative working relationships. Please feel free to contact me directly when you are ready
and I’ll do my best to accommodate your schedule
And, just to update your records, Dave Frederickson has retired as Commissioner of the MN Department of
Agriculture and is replaced by Commissioner Thom Petersen.
Have a pleasant, enjoyable holiday season.
Sincerely,
Steve Roos
Steve Roos, PLA, ASLA
Environmental Planner
Energy and Environment Section
Agricultural Marketing and Development Division
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
625 Robert Street North
Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538
Ph: 651-201-6631

BLOCKEDwww.mda.state.mn.usBLOCKED
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Haider, Jessica
Haider, Jessica
FW: Northern Lights Expansion Project - FERC Docket No. PF20-1
Monday, December 30, 2019 1:42:30 PM
ATT00001.htm
COR_GP_12122019_11517.pdf
ATT00002.htm

From: Plucker, Terry <Terry.Plucker@nngco.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 26, 2019 12:32 PM
To: Martens, Donna <Donna.Martens@nngco.com>; Knabe, Susan <Susan.Knabe@stantec.com>
Subject: Fwd: Northern Lights Expansion Project - FERC Docket No. PF20-1

Terry Plucker
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Bole, Everett (OS/ASA/PSC/FOH)" <Everett.Bole@foh.hhs.gov>
Date: December 26, 2019 at 8:43:57 AM CST
To: "Plucker, Terry" <Terry.Plucker@nngco.com>
Subject: [INTERNET] Northern Lights Expansion Project - FERC Docket
No. PF20-1


** Remember SAIL when reading email **
Sender

The sender of this email is Everett.Bole@foh.hhs.gov using
a friendly name of "Bole, Everett (OS/ASA/PSC/FOH)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the
message sender displayed above?

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are
you expecting them?
Picture (Device Independent Bitmap) 1.jpg,
COR_GP_12122019_11517.pdf

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET]
added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? No
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in
the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: Medium
Hi Mr. Plucker,
Hope this finds your holidays going well. I’m contacting you in response to your
November 26 letter to our Mr. Eric Hargan regarding the referenced project. These

notifications are usually addressed directly to me by FERC so this one has taken a
roundabout route to get to me; sorry for any delays.
HHS will participate in the project review, as appropriate. Please designate me as your
point of contact – my contact information is listed below.
Thank you,
Ev Bole
Everett I. Bole, CHMM
Chief HHS Environmental Officer
Safety and Environmental Compliance, Environmental Health and Safety Services
Federal Occupational Health
Program Support Center
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave SW RM 315B.13
Washington, DC 20201
Office: 202-260-6127
Mobile: 202-740-1866
foh.psc.gov
psc.gov

This email, including attachments, may contain highly sensitive, confidential, proprietary or valuable information. It
is intended only for the designated recipient(s) named above. Any unauthorized use, reproduction, forwarding or
distribution of this transmission, including attachments, is prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please immediately notify the sender and permanently delete any record of this transmission.

Plucker, Terry
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leonard Wabasha (TO) <leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Thursday, December 12, 2019 10:52 AM
Plucker, Terry
[INTERNET] Northern Lights 2021 Expansion Project; FERC Docket No. PF20-1-00

** Remember SAIL when reading email **
The sender of this email is leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org using a friendly name
of "Leonard Wabasha (TO)" .
Are you expecting the message? Is this different from the message sender displayed
above?

Sender

Attachments Does this message contain attachments? Yes If yes, are you expecting them?
image001.png

Internet Tag

Messages from the Internet should have [INTERNET] added to the subject.

Links

Does this message contain links? Yes
Check links before clicking them or removing BLOCKED in the browser.

Cybersecurity risk assessment: High
Dear Terry Plucker
Thank You for your letter dated December 10, 2019 regarding the Northern Natural Gas Expansion Project.
Please keep us informed of the progress of this project. In the event of inadvertent discoveries please stop all
ground disturbing activity and contact the proper authorities. We look forward to viewing the cultural resource
survey reports when available in March and June of 2020.
In addition please note, new address, please send all future correspondence to:
Cultural Resources
2300 Tiwahe Circle
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379
Thank You and Have a Great Day!!
Respectfully,

LEONARD WABASHA
Director of Cultural Resources • Cultural Resources
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
d: 952.496.6120
hokokatati.org
leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized,
sovereign Indian tribe located southwest of Minneapolis/St. Paul. With a
focus on being a good neighbor, good steward of the earth, and good
employer, the SMSC is committed to charitable donations, community
partnerships, a healthy environment, and a strong economy.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this message is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, dissemination or copying of this information is
prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE
Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Amy Burnette, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Sheila Gotchie, Office Manager

December 5, 2019
Northern Natural Gas
Attn: Terry Plucker
1111 South 103rd Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68124
RE:

Proposed Northern Lights 2021 Expansion
Carlton, Faribault, Freeborn, Lake, Meeker, Morrison, Pine, Rice, Scott, Stearns and
Washington Counties, Minnesota
LL THPO No. 19-365-NCRI

Dear Mr. Plucker,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project. It has been reviewed pursuant to the
responsibilities given the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
as amended in 1992, and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (38CFR800).
I have reviewed the documentation. After careful consideration of our records, I have determined that the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe does not have any known recorded sites of religious or cultural importance in this area.
Should any human remains or suspected human remains be encountered, all work shall cease and the following personnel
should be notified immediately: County Sheriff’s Office and the Office of the State Archaeologist. If any human remains
or culturally affiliated objects are inadvertently discovered, this will prompt the process to which the Band will become
informed.
Please note the above determination does not “exempt” future projects from Section 106 review. In the event of any other
tribe notifying us of concerns for a specific project, we may reenter into the consultation process.
You may contact me at (218) 335-2940 if you have questions regarding our review of this project. Please refer to the LLTHPO Number as stated above in all correspondence with this project.
Respectfully submitted,

Amy Burnette
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Leech Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Office - Established in 1996
190 Sailstar Drive NE * Cass Lake, MN 56633
Phone (218) 335-2940 * Fax (218) 335-2974
amy.burnette@llojibwe.org

